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(57) ABSTRACT

Techniques are described for retrieving data stored in dispar-
ate datastores that support different or heterogeneous storage
systems. A report description may be received from a user, the
report description including multiple query templates for
generating queries to retrieve data from the disparate datas-
tores. The report description may be analyzed to determine
input parameters for generating the queries. A user interface
may be dynamically generated to solicit input values corre-
sponding to the input parameters. On receiving the input
values, the system may generate and execute the queries of
the query plan, and combine the results based on result com-
bination information included in the report description.
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DATA RETRIEVAL FROM
HETEROGENEOUS STORAGE SYSTEMS

BACKGROUND

Commercial enterprises and other organizations often
store large amounts of data related to their operations. In some
cases, an online business may store terabytes, petabytes,
exabytes, or more of data describing products, sale transac-
tions, customers, vendors, online activities of customers, and
so forth. Identifying and retrieving desired data from such a
large quantity of stored data may be problematic. In particu-
lar, data retrieval may be a challenge in environments where
data is stored in multiple storage systems that employ difter-
ent storage formats or technologies.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 depicts an environment for retrieving data from
disparate storage systems, including user device(s) for pro-
viding report descriptions and receiving result data, and query
server device(s) for generating and executing query plans
based on the report descriptions, combining the retrieved
data, and migrating data between datastores with different
storage formats.

FIG. 2 depicts a block diagram of a query server device
configured to perform operations for receiving a report
description, providing a query interface, generating and
executing the query plan based on the report description,
combining result data, presenting the combined result data,
and migrating data between datastores with different storage
formats.

FIG. 3 depicts a schematic of an example data structure for
a report description, including one or more query templates
and result combination information.

FIG. 4 depicts an example user interface to enable a user to
enter input values for input parameters that are determined
based on analyzing the report description.

FIG. 5 depicts an example user interface for presenting the
combined result data to the user.

FIG. 6 depicts a flow diagram of a process for dynamically
generating a user interface to solicit input values for one or
more input parameters that are determined based on an analy-
sis of the report description.

FIG. 7 depicts a flow diagram of a process for receiving a
query plan, executing queries included in the query plan, and
presenting combined result data resulting from the query
execution.

FIG. 8 depicts a flow diagram of a process for transforming
or migrating data from a datastore of a first storage format
(e.g., a non-relational datastore) to a datastore of a second
storage format (e.g., a relational datastore), and executing
subsequent queries against the datastore of the second type.

FIG. 9 depicts a flow diagram of a process for determining
one or more input values for the input parameter(s) included
in a report description, based on executing one or more pre-
liminary queries described in the report description.

Certain implementations and embodiments will now be
described more fully below with reference to the accompa-
nying figures, in which various aspects are shown. However,
various aspects may be implemented in many different forms
and should not be construed as limited to the implementations
set forth herein. Like numbers refer to like elements through-
out.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

This disclosure describes implementations of systems,
devices, methods, and computer-readable media for retriev-
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2

ing data stored in datastores with different data storage for-
mats. The retrieval may be performed through the execution
of one or more queries included in a query plan, each of the
one or more queries being executed to retrieve one or more
result data sets from a datastore. As used herein, a datastore
describes a data storage system storing any type of data in any
type of storage format, using any type of data storage tech-
nology. Implementations provide for data retrieval from
datastores that include relational databases, such as databases
that employ a relational database management system
(RDBMS). Implementations also provide for data retrieval
from datastores that employ a non-relational storage format,
such as a “not only SQL” (NoSQL) database that does not
adhere to a relational database model.

FIG. 1 depicts an environment 100 in which implementa-
tions may operate to retrieve data from disparate or hetero-
geneous storage systems, as described herein. In some imple-
mentations, one or more users 102 may employ one or more
user devices 104 to communicate with one or more query
server devices 106. The user(s) 102 may include one or more
data consumers. As used herein, data consumers may refer to
one or more individuals, processes, or devices that consume
retrieved data. Data consumers may be associated with a
business or with other types of organizations and may con-
sume data for any purposes, such as to analyze or improve
business or organizational operations, to develop or imple-
ment processes, systems, services, or products, or for other
purposes. The users 102 may also include one or more users
who create or author one or more report description(s) 108.
Such report description(s) 108 may be used to retrieve data to
be consumed by data consumers, by the author, or by other
users 102.

The user device(s) 104 and the query server device(s) 106
may include any type of computing device, including but not
limited to a smartphone, a personal data assistant (PDA), a
tablet computer, a wearable computer, a mobile gaming
device, an electronic book reader, an automotive computer, a
desktop computer, a personal computer, a laptop computer, a
thin client, a terminal, a game console, a smart appliance, a
home entertainment device, a mainframe computer, a server
computer, a network computer, and so forth. An example
query server device 106 is described further with reference to
FIG. 2.

In some implementations, the report description(s) 108 are
sent from the user device(s) 104 to the query server device(s)
106, and may be received by a query interface module 110
executing on the query server device(s) 106. The report
description(s) 108 may each include one or more query tem-
plates, and each query template may be associated with one
or more input parameters. After receiving the report descrip-
tion(s) 108, the query server device(s) 106 may analyze the
report description(s) 108 to determine the one or more input
parameters for which to solicit input from a user 102. In some
implementations, the data attribute(s) may be determined
based on metadata that is included in the report description(s)
108 by an author of the report description(s) 108. Alterna-
tively, the data attribute(s) may be determined based on an
analysis of the query templates included in the report descrip-
tion(s) 108, to identify one or more unresolved or missing
keys, conditions, or other data elements in the query tem-
plates. An example report description 108 is described further
with reference to FIG. 3.

The input parameter(s) may include one or more condi-
tions on one or more data attributes that are referenced by at
least one of the query templates in the report description(s)
108. Such condition(s) may include a value, a set of values, or
a range of values for the data attribute(s). As used herein, a
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data attribute may correspond to a column in a table (e.g., in
a relational database) or may correspond to a searchable data
element in a non-relational datastore.

A user 102 may provide one or more input values 112
through a user interface provided by the query interface mod-
ule 110, each input value 112 corresponding to an input
parameter of a query template of the report description 108. In
some implementations, the user interface may be dynami-
cally generated to include user interface elements that enable
a user 102 to provide one or more input values 112 corre-
sponding to the input parameter(s). The user interface may
then be provided by the query interface module 110, to solicit
the one or more input value(s) 112 from the user(s) 102.
Alternatively, one or more preliminary queries may be
executed, and output from those preliminary queries may be
employed as the input value(s) 112 corresponding to the input
parameter(s).

The user interface provided by the query interface module
110 may be a graphical user interface, command-line based
user interface, or other type of user interface. In some cases,
the query interface module 110 may provide the user interface
through one or more web pages, and the user device(s) 104
may access the user interface through a web browser such as
Mozilla® Firefox®, Microsoft® Internet Explorer®,
Google® Chrome®, Apple® Safari®, Rockmelt®, and so
forth. In such cases, the report description 108, the input
value(s) 112, or other information may be sent via a web
browser-supported communications protocol, such as the
Hypertext Transfer Protocol (HTTP), the HTTP Secure (HT-
TPS), the File Transfer Protocol (FTP), and so forth.
Examples of the user interface provided by the query inter-
face module 110 are further described with reference to FIGS.
4 and 5.

On receiving the input values 112, the query interface
module 110, or another module of the query server device(s)
106, may generate a query based on each query template and
its corresponding one or more input values 112. Each gener-
ated query may be executable to retrieve data from one or
more datastores. The one or more queries generated based on
the query template(s) and the input value(s) 112 may be
included in a query plan 114. In some cases, the one or more
queries of the query plan 114 may correspond to one or more
heterogeneous workflows that may be executed to retrieve
data from a plurality of datastores that support heterogeneous
storage formats. In some implementations, the report descrip-
tion(s) 108 may also include metadata such as result combi-
nation information used to join or otherwise combine result
sets retrieved from different datastores.

The query plan 114 may be provided to a query plan pro-
cessing module 116, which executes the queries of the query
plan 114. The execution of the query plan 114 may result in
one or more result data sets 118 retrieved from one or more
datastores in one or more data storage systems 120. The
datastores in the data storage system(s) 120 may include any
number of databases, data storage nodes, or other data storage
devices. In some cases, the datastores may include one or
more processors or computing devices to perform actions for
data storage, retrieval, and modification. Alternatively, the
datastores may be controlled by processors or computing
devices not included in the data storage system(s) 120. The
datastores in the data storage system(s) 120 may store any
amount of structured or unstructured data. In some cases, the
amount of data stored in the data storage system(s) 120 may
be on the order of exabytes.

The data storage system(s) 120 may include any number of
relational datastore(s) 122. As used herein, a relational datas-
tore describes a datastore that employs a relational storage
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format including one or more formally described tables, each
table including one or more columns associated with data
attributes. The relational datastore(s) 122 may be managed
through RDBMS software. The relational datastore(s) 122
may include any number of relational databases, including
but not limited to databases managed through any of the
following: Oracle® and MySQL®, from Oracle Corporation
of Redwood City, Calif.; DB2®, from International Business
Machines (IBM) Corporation of Armonk, New York;
Linter®, from the RELEX Group of Voronezh, Russia;
Microsoft Access® and Microsoft SQL Server®, from
Microsoft Corporation of Redmond, Wash.; PostgreSQL®,
from the PostgreSQL Global Development Group; and
SQLite®, from D. Richard Hipp.

The data storage system(s) 120 may also include any num-
ber of non-relational datastore(s) 124 that employ a non-
relational data storage format and that may not comply with a
relational database model. In some cases, the non-relational
datastore(s) 124 may employ a hierarchical database model,
or a network database model. The non-relational datastore(s)
124 may also include key-value datastores, hash tables, flat
files, associative arrays, other types of data structures, or
unstructured data storage. In some cases, the non-relational
datastore(s) 124 may store metadata describing data
attributes or other aspects of the stored data. The non-rela-
tional datastore(s) 124 may include any number of non-rela-
tional databases, including but not limited to databases man-
aged through any of the following: FoxPro® database
management system, from Microsoft Corporation of Red-
mond, Wash.; ParAccel® Analytic Database, from ParAccel,
Incorporated of San Diego, Calif.; and Hadoop®, from the
Apache Software Foundation.

In some cases, the datastores of the data storage system(s)
120 may store large amounts of data, on the order of
petabytes, exabytes, or greater. The datastores may be subject
to a high frequency of updates, for example hundreds of
millions of updates daily. In some implementations, various
datastores in the data storage system(s) 120 may be owned by,
operated by, controlled by, or otherwise associated with dif-
ferent individuals, groups of individuals, or organizations.
For example, a datastore A may be associated with a particu-
lar group X within an organization, and a datastore B may be
associated with a particular group Y within an organization,
such that the data stored in datastores A and B originates from
groups X and Y respectively.

Although the data storage system(s) 120 are depicted in
FIG. 1 as including both the relational datastore(s) 122 and
the non-relational datastore(s) 124, implementations are not
so limited. In some cases, the data storage system(s) 120 may
include the relational datastore(s) 122 and may not include
any non-relational datastores 124. Alternatively, the data stor-
age system(s) 120 may include the non-relational datastore(s)
124 and may not include any relational datastores 122.

The various relational datastore(s) 122 and non-relational
datastore(s) 124 of the data storage system(s) 120 may each
support one or more native query languages for performing
data read and write operations. For example, the relational
datastore(s) 122 may support a version of the Structured
Query Language (SQL). As another example, the non-rela-
tional datastore(s) 124 that implement the Hadoop® frame-
work may support queries in the Hadoop Query Language
(HQL) or MapReduce.

After receiving the result data set(s) 118 resulting from
executing the query plan 114, the query plan processing mod-
ule 116 may perform one or more operations to combine the
result data set(s) 118 received from different datastores of the
data storage system(s) 120. In some implementations, the
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combining may be based at least in part on metadata included
in the report description(s) 108, such as result combination
information. In some cases, the combining may include one
ormore join operations. The result data set(s) 118 may then be
provided in a report to one or more data consumers, or other
users 102. In some cases, the result data set(s) 118 may be
presented on the user device(s) 104, through the user interface
provided by the query interface module 110. Alternatively,
the result data set(s) 118 may be presented to data consumers
through other means. An example of providing the result data
set(s) 118 is described with reference to FIG. 5. Operations of
the query server device(s) 106, including operations of one or
both of the query interface module 110 and the query plan
processing module 116, are described further with reference
to FIGS. 6-9.

In some implementations, the various devices of the envi-
ronment 100 may communicate with one another using one or
more networks. Such networks may include public networks
such as the Internet, private networks such as an institutional
or personal intranet, or some combination of private and
public networks. The networks may include any type of wired
or wireless network, including, but not limited to, local area
networks (LANs), wide area networks (WANs), wireless
WANs (WWANSs), wireless LANs (WLANs), and mobile
communications networks (e.g. 3G, 4G, and so forth).

FIG. 2 depicts a block diagram 200, depicting an example
of'the query server device(s) 106 shown in FIG. 1. As shown
in the block diagram 200, the query server device(s) 106 may
include one or more processors 202 configured to execute one
or more stored instructions. The processor(s) 202 may com-
prise one or more cores.

The query server device(s) 106 may include one or more
input/output (I/O) devices 204. The /O device(s) 204 may
include input devices such as a keyboard, a mouse, a pen, a
game controller, a voice input device, a touch input device, a
gestural input device, a haptic input device, or other devices.
The I/Odevice(s) 204 may also include output devices such as
adisplay, a printer, audio speakers, haptic output devices, and
so forth. The 1/O device(s) 204 may be physically incorpo-
rated with the query server device(s) 106, or may be exter-
nally placed.

The query server device(s) 106 may include one or more
1/0 interfaces 206 to enable components of the query server
device(s) 106 to control, interface with, or otherwise commu-
nicate with the I/O device(s) 204. The I/O interface(s) 206
may enable information to be transferred in or out of the query
server device(s) 106, or between components of the query
server device(s) 106, through serial communication, parallel
communication, or other types of communication. For
example, the I/O interface(s) 206 may comply with the
RS-232 standard for serial ports, or with the Institute of
Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) 1284 standard
for parallel ports. As another example, the 1/O interface(s)
206 may be configured to provide a Universal Serial Bus
(USB) connection. The query server device(s) 106 may also
include one or more busses or other internal communications
hardware or software that allow for the transfer of data
between the various modules and components of the query
server device(s) 106.

The query server device(s) 106 may include one or more
network interfaces 208 to enable communications between
the query server device(s) 106 and other networked devices,
such as the user device(s) 104 or the data storage system(s)
120. The network interface(s) 208 may include one or more
network interface controllers (NICs) or other types of trans-
ceiver devices configured to send and receive communica-
tions over a network.
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The query server device(s) 106 may include one or more
memories, described herein as memory 210. The memory
210 comprises one or more computer-readable storage media
(CRSM). The CRSM may be any one or more of an electronic
storage medium, a magnetic storage medium, an optical stor-
age medium, a quantum storage medium, a mechanical com-
puter storage medium, and so forth. The memory 210 pro-
vides storage of computer-readable instructions, data
structures, program modules, and other data for the operation
of'the query server device(s) 106.

The memory 210 may include an operating system (OS)
module 212. The OS module 212 is configured to manage
hardware resources such as the /O device(s) 204, the I/O
interface(s) 206, and the network interface(s) 208, and to
provide various services to applications, processes, or mod-
ules executing on the processor(s) 202. The OS module 212
may include one or more of the following: any version of the
Linux® operating system originally released by Linus Tor-
valds; any version of iOS™ from Apple Inc. of Cupertino,
Calif; any version of Windows® or Windows Mobile® from
Microsoft Corporation of Redmond, Wash.; any version of
Android® from Google, Inc. of Mountain View, Calif. and its
derivatives from various sources; any version of Palm OS®
from Palm, Inc. of Sunnyvale, Calif. and its derivatives from
various sources; any version of BlackBerry OS® from Black-
Berry Limited of Waterloo, Ontario, Canada; any version of
VxWorks® from Wind River Systems, Inc. of Alameda,
Calif; or other operating systems.

In some implementations, the memory 210 includes the
query interface module 110. The query interface module 110
may provide one or more user interfaces accessible to the user
device(s) 104, enabling the users 102 to provide the report
description(s) 108, the input value(s) 112, or other informa-
tion. The user interface(s) provided by the query interface
module 110 are described further with reference to FIGS. 4
and 5. In cases where the user interface(s) are provided
through one or more web pages, the query interface module
110 may include a web server such as the Apache Web
Server®, from the Apache Software Foundation, Internet
Information Services® (IIS), from the Microsoft Corporation
of Redmond, Wash., or another web server.

The memory 210 may also include the query plan process-
ing module 116. The query plan processing module 116 may
perform operations to execute the queries of the query plan(s)
114, receive the result data set(s) 118 resulting from the
execution of the queries, and combine the result data set(s)
118 into a report for storage or presentation to data consumers
such as one or more of the user(s) 102. Operations of the
query plan processing module 116 are described further with
reference to FIGS. 6-9.

In some implementations, the query plan processing mod-
ule 116 includes a query execution module 214 to execute the
one or more queries of the query plan 114 and retrieve the
result data set(s) 118 from the data storage system(s) 120. In
some implementations, the query plan processing module
116 may also include a data migration module 216, which
performs operations for migrating data from one storage for-
mat to another storage format. Such migration operations
may include converting at least a portion of the data retrieved
from one of the non-relational datastore(s) 124 to a relational
storage format, and writing the converted data to one of the
relational datastore(s) 122. Migration may also be performed
to migrate data from one of the relational datastore(s) 122 to
one of the non-relational datastore(s) 124. Data migration is
described further with reference to FIG. 8. The memory 210
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may also include one or more other modules 218, such as a
user authentication module, an access control module, and so
forth.

The memory 210 may also include a query server datastore
220 to store information for operations of the query server
device(s) 106. The query server datastore 220 may comprise
a database, array, structured list, tree, or other data structure.
The query server datastore 220 may include one or more of
the report description(s) 108, the input value(s) 112, the query
plan(s) 114, and the result data set(s) 118. The query server
datastore 220 may also store other data 222, such as user
account information, user authentication information, and so
forth. In some implementations, at least a portion of the
information stored in the query server datastore 220 may be
stored externally to the query server device(s) 106, on other
devices that are accessible to the query server device(s) 106
via the I/O interface(s) 206 or the network interface(s) 208.

FIG. 3 depicts a schematic 300 of an example data structure
for the report description 108. As shown in FIG. 3, the report
description 108 may include one or more workflow sections
302. Each workflow section 302 may correspond to a ques-
tion that a user 102, such as a data consumer, desires to be
answered. For example, a workflow may correspond to a
question “Is a particular updater causing a spike in updates to
a particular datastore?”

Each workflow section 302 may include one or more query
templates 304 to generate one or more queries for retrieving
data relevant to that question from the data storage system(s)
120. Based on the query template(s) 304, one or more queries
may be generated to retrieve data from at least one relational
datastore 122, from at least one non-relational datastore 124,
or from the relational datastore(s) 122 and the non-relational
datastore(s) 124. In some implementations, the query tem-
plate(s) 304 may be specified such that each of the corre-
sponding queries is generated in a query language that is
native to the datastore targeted by the query.

In some implementations, one or more of the query tem-
plate(s) 304 may include metadata describing one or more
input parameters 306. The input parameter(s) 306 for a query
template 304 may be presented to the user(s) 102 through the
query interface module 110, enabling the user(s) 102 to pro-
vide the input value(s) 112 corresponding to the input param-
eter(s) 306. In some cases, the input parameter(s) 306 may
include additional metadata describing their data types, such
as numeric data, character or string data, currency data, date/
time data, and so forth. In such cases, the query interface
module 110 may present a user interface that includes, for
each input parameter 306, a user interface element corre-
sponding to the data type for the input parameter 306. For
example, an input parameter 306 of a date type may be pre-
sented through a user interface element that is a date entry
control (e.g., a calendar control), and numeric or text types of
input parameters 306 may be presented to text boxes that
accept alphanumeric character data. In cases where an input
parameter 306 includes a plurality of discrete values for selec-
tion (e.g., states, provinces, or prefectures of a country,
months of the year, and so forth), the input parameter 306 may
be presented via a drop-down list of options or a similar
control in the user interface.

In some implementations, the input parameter(s) 306 for a
query template 304 may be determined based on an analysis
of the query template 304 to identify one or more missing or
unresolved keys, conditions, or other data elements in the
query template 304. Each of the missing or unresolved data
elements in the query template 304 may then be presented as
an input parameter 306, for which an input value 112 is to be
requested for the user(s) 102.
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Each workflow section 302 may also include additional
metadata, such as result combination information 308. The
result combination information 308 may include one or more
relationship description(s) 310, each describing a relation-
ship between two or more data attributes referenced by the
one or more query templates 304. In some implementations,
the query plan processing module 116 may employ the rela-
tionship description(s) 310 to join or otherwise combine data
from result sets retrieved from different datastores or from the
same datastore. The combined result data may then be pre-
sented to the user(s) 102 in a report, as the result data set(s)
118.

In some cases, the input value(s) 112 corresponding to the
input parameter(s) 306 of a query template 304 may be gen-
erated through the execution of one or more preliminary
queries 312. In such cases, the one or more preliminary que-
ries 312 may be described in the metadata for one or more
query templates 304, as shown in the example query template
304(2) of FIG. 3. Such implementations are described further
with reference to FIG. 9.

FIG. 4 depicts an example user interface 400 to enable the
user(s) 102 to enter the input value(s) 112. In some imple-
mentations, the user interface 400 may be generated dynami-
cally based on an analysis of the report description 108, and
may be presented by the query interface module 110. The user
interface 400 may be provided through a web site accessed by
a web browser executing on the user device(s) 104. Alterna-
tively, the user interface 400 may be provided by another
application executing on the user device(s) 104.

In some implementations, the user 102 of the user device
104 may be identified or authenticated to the user interface
400, such as through a login, password, identification num-
ber, biometric data, security certification, public or private
encryption keys, and so forth. The user 102 may then be
presented with one or more input sections 402, each corre-
sponding to a workflow described in a workflow section 302
of the report description 108. Each input section 402 may
present one or more query templates 304 described in the
corresponding workflow section 302. The input section(s)
402 may each include one or more user interface elements to
enable a user 102 to enter an input value 112 corresponding to
each ofthe one or more input parameters 306 associated with
a query template 304. Implementations support any type of
user interface element for entering input values, including
text boxes, drop-down lists, date entry controls, radio buttons,
or other types of user interface elements for data entry. As
described above, in some cases the user interface elements are
dynamically generated to correspond to data types for the
input parameter(s) 306, as indicated by metadata included in
the report description 108.

Each input section 402 may also include one or more
controls 404 to enable a user to enter commands or instruc-
tions to the user interface 400. In the example shown, each
input section 402 includes controls 404 to enable a user to
submit the entered values for the input parameters 306, or
cancel the entered values. Each input section 402 also
includes a control 404 to enable a user to view a history of the
result data set(s) 118 generated from previous executions of
queries generated from the query templates 304 in the work-
flow corresponding to the input section 402.

In the example shown in FIG. 4, the user interface 400 has
been dynamically generated based on an analysis of a report
description 108 that includes three workflows. The input sec-
tion 402(1) corresponds to a first workflow including one or
more query templates to determine whether a particular
updater (e.g., a data updating user or process) is causing a
spike in updates to one or more data attributes in one or more
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datastores. In this example, four input parameters 306(1) have
been determined based on an analysis of the query template
304. The four input parameters 306(1) include parameters for
region, datastore, beginning of time range, and end of time
range. In some cases, the particular type of user interface
element for entering an input value 112 may be based on a
data type of the corresponding input parameter 306. For
example, in the input section 402(1), the elements for entering
the input values 112 corresponding to region and datastore are
drop-down lists, whereas the elements for entering the input
values 112 corresponding to beginning and end of time range
are text entry fields. The result data set(s) 118 resulting from
this workflow may include a list of updaters, with a number of
updates associated with each updater.

The input section 402(2) corresponds to a workflow includ-
ing one or more query templates to determine which updaters
are contributing to a particular datastore (e.g., catalog list-
ings). In this example, two input parameters 306(2) have been
determined based on an analysis of the query template 304.
The two input parameters 306(2) include parameters for
beginning and end of time range. The result data set(s) 118
resulting from this workflow may include a list of updaters,
with a frequency or number of updates associated with each
updater. An example of such output is provided in FIG. 5.

The input section 402(3) corresponds to a workflow includ-
ing one or more query templates to determine a density dis-
tribution in updates. In this example, four input parameters
306(3) have been determined based on an analysis of the
query template 304. The four input parameters 306(3) include
parameters for region, datastore, beginning of time range, and
end of time range. The result data set(s) 118 resulting from
this workflow may include a first column listing values for a
number updates made, and a second column listing a number
of the updating entities that have made the corresponding
number of updates. Implementations support any number of
workflows included in each report description 108, with any
number of query templates 304 or input parameters 306 asso-
ciated with each workflow.

FIG. 5 depicts an example user interface 500 for presenting
the result data set(s) 118 to the user(s) 102. In some imple-
mentations, the user interface 500 may be generated dynami-
cally to present the result data set(s) 118, and may be provided
by the query interface module 110. The user interface 500
may be provided through a web site accessed by a web
browser executing on the user device(s) 104. Alternatively,
the user interface 500 may be provided by another application
executing on the user device(s) 104.

In some implementations, the user interfaces 400 and 500
may be presented as multiple pages within a web site. In such
cases, a user gesture to the control 404 for submitting input
values may prompt generation and presentation of the user
interface 500 to present result data set(s) 118. The user inter-
face 500 may provide the result data set(s) 118 that are gen-
erated from the execution of one or more queries of the query
plan 114, each of the queries having been generated based on
a corresponding query template 304 and one or more input
values 112 entered through the user interface 400.

In the example of FIG. 5, one or more queries have been
executed for a workflow to determine which updates contrib-
ute to catalog listings, based on input value(s) 112 entered in
the input section 402(2) of FIG. 4. The user interface 500
includes an output section 502 listing the input parameters
306(2) and the entered input value(s) 112 corresponding to
the input parameters 306(2). The user interface 500 also
includes an output section 504, presenting the result data
set(s) 118 combined into a report based on the result combi-
nation information 308. In this example, the output section
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504 presents a list of updater identifiers (IDs) and an update
frequency corresponding to each update ID. Implementations
support any type, format, or amount of data for the result data
set(s) 118 presented by the user interface 500. For example, in
some cases the result data set(s) 118 may be formatted into
tables, graphs, charts, pie charts, bar graphs, or other formats
for data presentation.

Although FIGS. 4 and 5 show example user interfaces 400
and 500 with various user interface elements in particular
positions, the particular arrangement shown is not in any way
limiting of implementations. Implementations may employ a
user interface that includes more or fewer user interface ele-
ments, more or fewer controls, or different types of user
interface elements or controls, in any combination and in any
arrangement to enable functionality of the implementations.
Further, implementations may support multiple user inter-
faces (e.g., multi-page web sites) with functionality that is
spread across various dialogs, windows, frames, or pages.
Implementations may also support dynamically generated
interfaces, where the particular user interface elements dis-
played and the location or duration of their display is based on
a particular state of the system, characteristics of the user
device 104, the user 102, or other factors. Moreover, although
the example user interfaces 400 and 500 are depicted as visual
displays, the user interfaces 400 and 500 may employ other
means for presenting data such as audio or haptic effects.

FIG. 6 depicts a flow diagram 600 of a process for dynami-
cally generating a user interface, such as the user interface
400, to solicit the input value(s) 112 from the user(s) 102, and
to generate the queries of the query plan 114 based on the
query template(s) 304 and the input value(s) 112. Operations
included in the process may be performed on one or both of
the user device(s) 104 or the query server device(s) 106.
Operations performed on the query server device(s) 106 may
be performed by the query interface module 110, the query
plan processing module 116, or other modules.

At 602, the report description 108 may be analyzed to
determine at least one input parameter 306 corresponding to
a query template 304. As described above with reference to
FIG. 3, in some implementations this determination may be
based on the metadata included in the report description,
unresolved data element(s) in the query template(s), and so
forth.

At 604, a user interface is generated to solicit and receive
the one or more input values 112 corresponding to the iden-
tified input parameter(s) 306 for the query template(s) 304
described in the report description 108. In some cases, at least
a portion of the user interface may be dynamically generated
after receiving and analyzing the report description 108.
Alternatively, at least a portion of the user interface may be
static and substantially similar for multiple report descrip-
tions 108. The user interface may be generated as described
above with regard to FIG. 4.

At 606, one or more input values 112 may be received, each
corresponding to an input parameter 306. At 608, one or more
of'the queries may be generated, each query based on incor-
porating the received input value(s) 112 into an associated
query template 304. At 610, the generated queries may be
incorporated in the query plan 114 and executed, as described
below with reference to FIG. 7, to generate the result data
set(s) 118.

FIG. 7 depicts a flow diagram 700 of a process for execut-
ing the queries included in the query plan 114, and presenting
combined result data resulting from the query execution.
Operations included in the process may be performed on one
or both of the user device(s) 104 or the query server device(s)
106. Operations performed on the query server device(s) 106
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may be performed by the query interface module 110, the
query plan processing module 116, or other modules.

At702, the query plan 114 is received. As described above,
the query plan 114 may include one or more queries to access
and retrieve data from the relational datastore(s) 122, from the
non-relational datastore(s) 124, or from both relational and
non-relational datastores.

At 704, the one or more queries of the query plan 114 are
executed to retrieve the result data set(s) 118 from one or
more datastores in the data storage system(s) 120. In some
implementations, the query execution is serial or non-concur-
rent, such that one query is executing at a given time. Alter-
natively, the query execution may be at least partly concur-
rent, such that at least some of the queries, or a portion
thereof, are executed concurrently.

At 706, the result data set(s) 118 are received, generated
from the execution of the queries of the query plan 114. At
708, the data from the result data set(s) 118 may be combined
based on the result combination information 308 included in
the report description 108. The combination may generate
combined result data expressed as a single data structure. In
some implementations, the combination may include a cou-
pling of data attributes in multiple different datastores, and
the multiple different datastores may employ different stor-
age formats. For example, the combination may include com-
bining data for a data attribute from a relational datastore 122
with data for a data attribute from a non-relational datastore
124. The combination may be based on the relationship
description(s) 310, each indicating a relationship between
data for a first data attribute in a first datastore and a second
data attribute in a second datastore. In some cases, the com-
bination may be a join operation that is similar to a SQL join
instruction.

At 710, the combined result data may be presented to the
user(s) 102. In some cases, the presentation of the combined
result data may be through a user interface provided by the
query interface module 110, such as the user interface 500. In
some implementations, at 712 the combined result data may
be stored in memory on the query server device(s) 106 or on
another device. Such stored result data may be accessed dur-
ing future executions of the same report description 108, or
during future executions of queries that are the same or sub-
stantially similar to those included in the query plan 114.

FIG. 8 depicts a flow diagram 800 of a process for migrat-
ing data from a datastore of a first storage format (e.g., a
non-relational datastore 124) to a datastore of a second stor-
age format (e.g., a relational datastore 122), such that subse-
quent queries may be executed against the datastore of the
second storage format. Operations included in the process
may be performed on one or both of the user device(s) 104 or
the query server device(s) 106. Operations performed on the
query server device(s) 106 may be performed by the query
interface module 110, the query plan processing module 116,
or other modules.

At 802, at least one query of the query plan 114 is executed,
as described above. In some cases, the at least one query may
be executed to retrieve data from a datastore that supports a
first storage format. For example, the at least one query may
be executed against a non-relational datastore 124. In some
cases, the at least one query may be expressed in a native
query language supported by the targeted datastore.

At 804, at least a portion of the retrieved data may be
converted from the first storage format to a second storage
format. For example, the conversion may be from a non-
relational storage format to a relational storage format (e.g.,
including one or more tables with rows and columns).
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At 806, the converted data may be written to at least one
datastore that supports the second storage format. After 806 is
complete, at least a portion of the retrieved data may have
been migrated from the datastore that supports the first stor-
age format (e.g., a non-relational datastore 124) to the datas-
tore that supports the second storage format (e.g., a relational
datastore 122). Such a migration may be performed from a
non-relational datastore 124 to a relational datastore 122,
from a relational datastore 122 to a non-relational datastore
124, between datastores that support different storage formats
of'a relational type, or between datastores that support difter-
ent storage formats of a non-relational type. In some cases, a
datastore may store data corresponding to a large number of
data attributes (e.g., thousands of data attributes), and the
user(s) 102 (e.g., data consumers) may frequently access data
for a subset of those data attributes. By migrating the portion
of data corresponding to the frequently accessed data
attributes, the more frequently accessed data may be more
readily available to data consumers.

At 808, a subsequent request may be received to execute
the at least one query executed at 802. At 810, the at least one
query may be modified to access the converted data that was
previously written (e.g., at 806) to the datastore that supports
the second storage format. Such a modification may include
translating the at least one query to a native query language
supported by the datastore that supports the second storage
format. For example, in cases where the second storage for-
mat is a relational storage format, the at least one query may
be translated into a SQL query.

At 812, the modified at least one query may be executed, as
part of the execution of the query plan 114.

FIG. 9 depicts a flow diagram 900 of a process for deter-
mining one or more input values 112 for the input
parameter(s) 306 based on executing one or more preliminary
queries. Operations included in the process may be performed
on one or both of the user device(s) 104 or the query server
device(s) 106. Operations performed on the query server
device(s) 106 may be performed by the query interface mod-
ule 110, the query plan processing module 116, or other
modules.

At 902, the report description 108 is analyzed to determine
atleast one input parameter 306 corresponding to one or more
query templates 304 included in the report description 108.
This operation may proceed similarly to 602 described above.

At 904, at least one preliminary query 312 is executed. In
some cases, the at least one preliminary query 312 may be at
least partly different than the queries generated based on the
one or more query templates 304 included in the report
description 108. The at least one preliminary query 312 may
be executed to retrieve data from one or more datastores of the
data storage system(s) 120. In some cases, the one or more
preliminary queries 312 may be described in the report
description 108. For example, the metadata for a query tem-
plate 304 may describe one or more preliminary queries 312
to be executed to generate the input value(s) 112 correspond-
ing to the input parameter(s) 306.

At 906, the at least one input value 112 corresponding to
the at least one input parameter 306 may be determined based
on the one or more results of executing the at least one
preliminary query 312.

At 908, one or more of the queries of the query plan 114
may be generated based on the at least one input value 112
determined at 906, and based on the query template(s) 304. At
910, the one or more generated queries may be executed.
Operations 908 and 910 may proceed similarly to operations
608 and 610, as described above.



US 9,189,515 Bl

13

Those having ordinary skill in the art will readily recognize
that certain steps or operations illustrated in the figures above
can be eliminated, combined, subdivided, executed in paral-
lel, or taken in an alternate order. Moreover, the methods
described above may be implemented as one or more soft-
ware programs for a computer system and are encoded in one
or more computer-readable storage media as instructions
executable on one or more processors.

Separate instances of these programs may be executed on
or distributed across separate computer systems. Thus,
although certain steps have been described as being per-
formed by certain devices, software programs, processes, or
entities, this need not be the case and a variety of alternative
implementations will be understood by those having ordinary
skill in the art.

Additionally, those having ordinary skill in the art readily
recognize that the techniques described above can be utilized
in a variety of devices, environments, and situations.
Although the present disclosure is written with respect to
specific embodiments and implementations, various changes
and modifications may be suggested to one skilled in the art
and it is intended that the present disclosure encompass such
changes and modifications that fall within the scope of the
appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A computer-implemented method, comprising:

receiving a report description comprising two or more

query templates for generating two or more queries to
access data from a plurality of datastores including at
least one relational datastore and at least one non-rela-
tional datastore, the two or more queries including at
least one query to access the at least one relational datas-
tore and at least one query to access the at least one
non-relational datastore, the report description further
comprising result combination information;

analyzing the report description to determine:

at least one input parameter associated with the two or
more query templates; and
at least one preliminary query configured to access data
corresponding to the at least one input parameter from
one or more datastores of the plurality of datastores;
executing the at least one preliminary query to determine at
least one input value corresponding to the at least one
input parameter from the one or more datastores of the
plurality of datastores;
generating the two or more queries corresponding to the
two or more query templates, based at least partly on the
at least one input value;

executing the two or more queries to retrieve result data

sets from the at least one relational datastore and the at
least one non-relational datastore;
combining the result data sets retrieved from the at least
one relational datastore and the at least one non-rela-
tional datastore to generate combined result data
expressed ina single data structure, the combining of the
result data sets based at least partly on the result combi-
nation information included in the report description;

converting at least a portion of a result data set retrieved
from the at least one non-relational datastore to con-
verted data expressed in a relational storage format; and

writing the converted data to the at least one relational
datastore.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein:

analyzing the report description further comprises deter-

mining the atleast one input parameter for which the two
or more query templates do not include the at least one
input value.
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3. The method of claim 1, wherein the executing of the two

or more queries includes serially and non-concurrently
executing the two or more queries.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
presenting at least a portion of the combined result data.
5. A system, comprising:
a plurality of datastores, including at least one relational
datastore and at least one non-relational datastore;
at least one memory storing computer-executable instruc-
tions; and
at least one processor in communication with the plurality
of datastores, and configured to access the at least one
memory and execute the computer-executable instruc-
tions to:
receive a report description comprising two or more
query templates for generating two or more queries to
access data from the plurality of datastores, the two or
more queries including at least one query for access-
ing the at least one relational datastore and at least one
query for accessing the at least one non-relational
datastore, the report description further comprising
result combination information;
determine, based at least partly on the report description,
at least one input parameter associated with at least
one of the two or more query templates;
determine, based at least partly on the report description,
at least one preliminary query configured to access
data corresponding to the at least one input parameter
from one or more datastores of the plurality of datas-
tores;
determine, based at least partly on the at least one pre-
liminary query, at least one input value corresponding
to the at least one input parameter from the one or
more datastores of the plurality of datastores;
generate the two or more queries, by including the at
least one input value in the two or more query tem-
plates;
execute the two or more queries to retrieve result data
sets from the at least one relational datastore and the at
least one non-relational datastore;
convert at least a portion of at least one result data set
retrieved from the at least one non-relational datastore
to converted data expressed in a relational storage
format; and
write the converted data to the at least one relational
datastore.
6. The system of claim 5, the computer-executable instruc-

tions further configured to:

provide a user interface to solicit at least one second input
value corresponding to the at least one input parameter,
wherein the two or more queries further include the at
least one second input value in the two or more query
templates.

7. The system of claim 5, wherein the at least one input

parameter includes at least one condition on at least one data
attribute referenced by at least one of the two or more queries,
the at least one condition including one or more of the fol-
lowing: a value for the at least one data attribute; a set of
values for the at least one data attribute; or a range of values
for the at least one data attribute.

8. The system of claim 6, wherein the user interface is

dynamically generated to include the at least one input
parameter, based on the analyzing of the report description.

9. The system of claim 5, wherein:

the result combination information includes at least one
relationship between a first data attribute and a second
data attribute, the first data attribute including at least
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one result data set retrieved from the at least one rela-
tional datastore, and the second data attribute including
at least one result data set retrieved from the at least one
non-relational datastore.

10. The system of claim 5, wherein the computer-execut-
able instructions are further configured to:

receive a request to execute the at least one query for

accessing the at least one non-relational datastore;
modify the at least one query for accessing the at least one

non-relational datastore, to access the converted data

written to the at least one relational datastore; and
execute the modified at least one query.

11. The system of claim 5, the computer-executable
instructions further configured to:

determine the at least one input parameter associated with

the atleast one of the two or more query templates, based
at least in part on metadata included in the report
description.

12. The system of claim 5, wherein the computer-execut-
able instructions are further configured to:

combine at least a portion of the result data sets to generate

combined result data, the combining based at least partly
on the result combination information included in the
report description; and

store the combined result data.

13. One or more non-transitory computer-readable media
storing instructions which, when executed, instruct at least
one processor to perform actions comprising:

receiving a report description comprising result combina-

tion information and two or more query templates for
generating two or more queries, the two or more queries
including:
at least one query for accessing at least one relational
datastore in a plurality of datastores; and
at least one query for accessing at least one non-rela-
tional datastore in the plurality of datastores;
determining, based at least partly on the report description:
at least one input parameter associated with at least one
of the two or more query templates; and
at least one preliminary query configured to access data
corresponding to the at least one input parameter from
one or more datastores of the plurality of datastores;
determining, based at least partly on the at least one pre-
liminary query, at least one input value corresponding to
the at least one input parameter from the one or more
datastores of the plurality of datastores;
generating the two or more queries, based at least partly on
the at least one input value and the two or more query
templates;
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executing the two or more queries to retrieve result data 50

sets from the at least one relational datastore and the at
least one non-relational datastore;
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converting data retrieved from the at least one non-rela-
tional datastore to converted data expressed in a rela-
tional storage format; and

writing the converted data to the at least one relational

datastore.

14. The one or more non-transitory computer-readable
media of claim 13, the actions further comprising:

providing an interface to solicit at least one additional input

value corresponding to the at least one input parameter;
receiving the at least one additional input value through the
interface; and

generating the two or more queries by incorporating the at

least one additional input value into the two or more
query templates.

15. The one or more non-transitory computer-readable
media of claim 13, wherein the at least one input parameter is
determined based on metadata associated with the atleast one
of'the two or more query templates in the report description.

16. The one or more non-transitory computer-readable
media of claim 14, wherein the at least one input parameter is
determined based on identifying at least one unresolved data
element in the at least one of the two or more query templates.

17. The one or more non-transitory computer-readable
media of claim 13, wherein the at least one input parameter
includes at least one condition on at least one data attribute
referenced by at least one of the two or more queries, the at
least one condition including one or more of the following: a
value for the at least one data attribute; a set of values for the
at least one data attribute; or a range of values for the at least
one data attribute.

18. The one or more non-transitory computer-readable
media of claim 13, wherein the executing of the two or more
queries includes serially and non-concurrently executing the
twWo or more queries.

19. The one or more non-transitory computer-readable
media of claim 13, the actions further comprising:

receiving a request to execute the at least one query for

accessing the at least one non-relational datastore;
modifying the at least one query for accessing the at least

one non-relational datastore, to access the converted

data written to the at least one relational datastore; and
executing the modified at least one query.

20. The one or more non-transitory computer-readable
media of claim 13, the actions further comprising:

combining at least a portion of the result data sets resulting

from the executing of the two or more queries to gener-
ate combined result data, based at least partly on the
result combination information; and

presenting the combined result data.
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